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WOODRIDGE PREPARATORY SCHOOL

From Questions to Understanding:
Helping Children Think Deeply

Dear Families,

bout a year ago, we started looking more closely at how we could bring inquiry-based learning into our
classrooms. It felt like a natural next step from the thematic approach we have been using for some time.

It also links directly to Goal 1 of our school's strategic plan — to help our pupils become innovative problem-solvers.
We know that solving problems starts with being able to ask good questions, think things through, and explore
ideas properly.

So, what is inquiry-based learning?

At its heart, it is all about curiosity. It encourages children to ask questions, investigate topics in depth, and figure
things out for themselves. It moves them from just listening and remembering to really thinking and making
sense of things. It is a powerful way to help them learn how to learn.

That said, inquiry is just one of the methods we use in our classrooms. Our teachers still teach skills directly, use
group work, run projects, and make time for good old-fashioned practice and consolidation. Therefore, inquiry-
based learning is simply one of the available tools our teachers can use, depending on what the best fit is for what
they are trying to teach and achieve.

One of the biggest benefits of inquiry is how well it helps children connect ideas, ask better questions, and think
critically and creatively. It also gets them working together, listening to one another, and solving problems as a
team.

Of course, teachers are still very much in control, with carefully planned lessons built around clear learning
outcomes. The teacher guides the process from start to finish and there is plenty of room for the children to explore
within well-structured boundaries.

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Curriculum is a world-renowned educational framework that places a strong
emphasis on inquiry-based learning. It promotes deep thinking, reflection, and meaningful engagement with real-
world concepts. It is reassuring to see that this global curriculum supports the same kind of approach we are
working towards — one that encourages children to explore, question, and make sense of the world around them.

Over the past year, our staff development has focused a lot on building up our skills in this area. All teachers have
attended various online workshops, and two staff members were able to attend the TSSA conference, where
inquiry-based learning was the main theme. They came back full of ideas and have been sharing what they learned
with the rest of the team.

We are already seeing inquiry come to life in our classrooms. There are two recent examples that stand out to me,
namely:

In Grade 4, the children completed a unit of inquiry on food and farming. Their questions led them to compare
different types of farming, consider where farms should be located, use maps to understand land and climate, and
ultimately design their own farms. Their reflections at the end of the unit showed how much they had grasped —
not just the facts, but the bigger ideas. They were able to link their learning to the real world, ask thoughtful
questions, and work together with care and purpose.

Below are examples of what the pupils designed during one of their unit of inquiry lessons:
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FARM MODEL DESIGN

The other example was the Makerspace project. In this challenge, groups of pupils had to build a ball track using ONLY
paper and tape. The goal was to make a track that would allow the ball to keep rolling for as long as possible using only
gravity. This involved a lot of trial and error, asking questions, reflecting on what went wrong (or right), testing ideas,
and fixing what did not work. One pupil summed it up perfectly:

“We kept changing our design until it worked - it was frustrating but fun!*

These two projects are great examples of inquiry in action — it is hands-on, creative, and allows for an immersive
learning experience.

As always, we really value the role that parents play in supporting the way we teach and learn. Asking questions at
home, talking about how things work, and exploring ideas together can make a significant difference. It helps
reinforce the thinking habits we are trying to grow at school.

We are still learning and refining our approach, but we have already seen how inquiry can deepen learning,
increase engagement, and build confidence.

As we move forward, we will continue to explore how inquiry can be used across different subjects and grades to
make learning even more meaningful and exciting.

Most importantly, it helps us raise young people who do not just wait for answers — but know how to ask the right
questions.

Yours sincerely

?mw
" Inquiry, not answers, is the true essence of education. |

- Socrates ’”
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PBEPAIH\TII.HY DERBY DAY

OAKHILL AND SIYAPHAKAMA

The derby day was a wonderful experience for our preppies. They had lots
of fun and showed great teamwork as we warmly welcomed Oakhill and
Siyaphakama to Woodridge. A heartfelt thank you to the sports
department and coaches for making the day truly memorable for everyone,
and for their dedication and hard work in coordinating all the fixtures!

Find more pics here:

/.
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_?j https://flickr/s/aHBqjCeLdN
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/202364181@N05/albums/72177720326724602/

FINALE SHOW

@ 26 SEPTEMBER 2025

We are absolutely delighted to announce that Woodridge has Got Talent is returning - and it is going
to be bigger, bolder, and brighter than ever! Auditions kick off on 20 June and will continue after the
half-term break. If your childis bursting with talent and eager to shine, now is their time to step into
the spotlight! A registration box with all the info can be found at reception, and colourful posters
around the school will guide you through the sign-up process.

Following the auditions, our panel will choose the top 20 acts to perform in the grand finale on 26
September 2025.

If last year’s jaw-dropping show is anything to go by, we are in for another magical, show-stopping
experiencel!

Just like last ¥ear, the event will support the amazing work of One Land Love It (OLLI) initiative.
Instead of a traditional entry fee, we will be hosting a civvies da%/ on show day

- R20 per person - with all funds going towards rhino conservation. BT )

And here is the cherry on tog; OLLI the Rhino will be making a special *‘% RN
guest appearance as we celebrate World Rhino Day. @ -

It is going to be a day to remember!

We hope this exciting event inspires our learners to dream big, be
brave, and share their talents with us.

A few important quidelines:
e Groups may have up to 6 members
(unless special permission is granted).
e One act per learner -
(we know you are all multi-talented,
but we want to give everyone a fair shot).
e Solos and duets are welcome and
encouraged!

We are also excited to welcome back the fabulous Holley Diedericks,
who will once again light up the stage as our hostess and organiser
with her sparkle and energy.

We cannot wait to see what this year’s stars have in store.

Let the countdown begin!




Our spirited Grade 5s, also known as our ‘little big shots’, were tasked with creating
their own political parties and persuading their peers to vote for them. Through this
fun and interactive activity, they learned the basics of campaigning, promoting their
ideas, and leading with confidence. It encouraged critical thinking and taught valuable
lessons in teamwork, leadership, and humility in the face of defeat.
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DADS U3 KIDDIES AT
SOGGER

In celebration of Father’s Day, our Foundation Phase children . s L ; '
took to the field for a friendly soccer match against their dads. 3 .
The dads arrived with impressive skills and a competitive edge, _ iy
trying their best to outshine the children—all in the spirit of
fun and laughter. It was a fun morning filled with energy, :
teamwork, and treasured memories.




In the News

Congratulations to our two talented Grade 3

pupils, Jordan Pote and Riley Upman, on
achieving their yellow belts in kickboxing.
Your dedication and hard work have made
us all extremely proud.

Well done girls!
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Staff News

We are proud to share that Patrige Chimwendo, a volunteer at Woodridge Preparatory School and coach to many of our pupils in
outdoor education and sport, is currently representing Zimbabwe at the 2025 Duathlon World Championships taking place in
Pontevedra, Spain.

For those unfamiliar, the Duathlon is a multisport race consisting of three segments: a run, followed by a cycle, and ending with
another run. The World Championships form part of the World Triathlon Multi-Sport Festival, bringing together top athletes from
across the globe.

Patrige will be competing in two major events:
* Under-23 Elite Duathlon Race — Saturday, 21 June at 18:30 (SA & Spain time)
* Cross Duathlon Elite Men’s Race — Thursday, 26 June at 12:50 (SA & Spain time)

For those who would like to follow and support Patrige, please click on the livestream link below so you can watch the races online.
We are incredibly proud of Patrige’s achievements and commitment, not only to his sport but also to the students of Woodridge. We

wish him all the best as he represents Zimbabwe on the world stage!

Well done, Patrige — go and fly the Woodridge flag high in Pontevedra, Spain!

Duathlon Pontevedra Spain
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https://www.triathlonlive.tv/

