ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE OLD WOODRIDGEAN ASSOCIATION 
HELD ON 9 JULY 2011
Chairman’s report
It is with great pleasure that I present my report on the activities of your association for the year ended 30 June 2011.

The following OWA’s sat on the committee during the past year :

Andrea Puggia (chairman), Maxime Bird, Byron Smith, Marlon Yui, Renee Bellingham
The two headmasters attended our meetings ex officio.  The President, Fred Bates and Honorary Vice-President, Godfrey Carter also attended our meetings and offered valuable input.
It is with great sadness that we note the passing of Peet Bestbier, an Honorary Vice-President of the OWA and also the administrator of the Premier 500 club and newsletters over the last few years.  

Communication
Communication continues to be a key element of our function as a committee.  With Peet’s passing, Max has taken up the responsibility for the newsletters and other forms of communication.   “Facebook” has been used extensively and the results have been fantastic.  Our regular newsletters have also been well received and it is evident that the network is growing hand over fist.  It is encouraging to see the more recent OWA’s (last 5 years) coming back and keeping in touch with the school.  This is a positive trend.   The school has taken steps to improve the website and we will be using the site a means of communication as well, so keep a look out for that.
Premier 500
The Premier 500 continues to be our main fundraising effort.  Three draws were held during the year.  

We have continued to struggle to get membership up to the 500 mark.  This however, will be a key strategy of the committee this year.  We have to get to that 500 mark as our intention is to start an OWA fund which will be available for distribution to disadvantaged scholars attending Woodridge.  If we get to the 500 membership, we will be able to put about R70 000 each year into this fund.  This fund can be increased by further individual contributions in the future.  So, I encourage all OWA’s to consider membership of the Premier 500 club and encourage others to do so as well.
We have discussed the format of the draw and quantum of prizes at recent committee meetings and feel that a change in the format to more attendance prizes being awarded will result in better attendances (and socialising), which is one of the objectives of the club.  We will communicate changes to the format in due course.

Matric induction dinner
The dinner was held again last year.  It continues to be one of the highlights of the year and eagerly anticipated by the matrics.  
Reunion weekend
The recent change to the format of the weekend to a more informal affair in the form of a spit braai and beer tent seems to have been well received.  This year, the first two days of the weekend have shown record attendances, which is great to see.  My thanks go to the individuals from each year, who have organised the reunion of their respective classmates.  The 30-year group this year is a great example of what can be achieved with some proper organisation.   
Cricket day
The cricket day was held in October last year and was, once again a great success with three OWA teams playing against the school.
Branch visits
During the year we had get togethers in Cape Town and Johannesburg.  We also had a function in East London during the E Cape Surf Lifesaving champs. Thanks go to the local reps who were involved in the organisation of these events together with Max.
Woodridgean sports club
The Woodridgean sports club actively involved in playing cricket, hockey, tennis, squash and running and operates from the Woodpecker.  I’d like to remind you that all OWA’s are automatically social members of the club through an annual membership contribution from the OWA, but would need to pay additional membership fees to participate in the other sports.
Prep’s 75th Anniversary

This year (2011) is the 75th anniversary of the Prep school.  A celebration week will be held later in the year.  There is an opportunity for OWA’s, particular those who attended the Prep, to leave their mark, by contributing to a fundraising effort to extend the school hall.  Please contact Godfrey Carter if you are interested in contributing.
Thanks and closing
I would like to close by thanking the committee for their commitment and efforts during the year, including the two headmasters who continued to support the association
A special mention must go to Maxime Bird, the secretary of the OWA, who has continued to work tirelessly at increasing the OWA network and serve as the contact point with the OWA.
Andrea Puggia

Chairman

